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As | was amving at church for Sunday school, |
stopped to pick up some paper at the end of the
driveway, The church ts locared near the lake,
so the church driveway doubles as a parking
apace for fishers,

Ficking up paper was not an unusual thing for
me.  Where we live it 1= almost customary 1o
pick up paper thrown out on 4 daily basis or use
te be anyway. To keep from being furicus
ghout it | mumed 1 inte a mimstny and was
thankful that 1 could bend over (now | have one
of those grippers. no bending required).  With
every piece of paper | pick up | pray for every
hand that has touched the paper. | make it a
point of contact for @ soul being drawn into the
kingdom and that they would have the same
boldness to spread the gospel as they do
spreading paper, What | have found is that aver
the years |'m picking up less paper. In my mind
I'm thinking the devil don’t want any paper
throswn sut around our house anymore,

Well, after leaving church. | oot to the end of
the dmveway and what did | see. You hit the
nail on the head “Paper”, lots of paper. Agam, |
decided to stop and pick up the paper. As [ was
picking up the paper, 1 noticed a dog going in
the opposite direction.  Immediately you think
that there must have been some food thrown out
alzn.  Another thought 15 whether or not this is
am aggressive or friendly dog. | made a decision
e continue picking up the paper and the dog
agemed to be minding his own business.

Az | got near to the dog, | noticed that he starmed
heading back in myv directon, 1t was a bull dog,
Ag he got mear, 1 noticed that his fmendly tail
was in the air just & wagging. | was able to see
that he was missing an eve. |t was no longer in
the socket and he appeared to be very thirsty
and had alzo missed a few meals, He was also
in desperate need of grooming. | decided that 1
was not going to leave him without at least
gerting him some. water and there was @ stare
nearhy where | could get some food for him.

| went back 1o the church to find something that
| could put water in. When | got back down to
the road | didn’t see the dog. but vou know what
I saw, another piece of paper, | pulled over o
get the paper and then the dog started coming
near me again, | held the water down near his
mouth g0 he could drink and it somewhar
seemed that he was not imterested, | Kept
holding it wnder his mouth and  finally  his
tomgue, which was hanging out ol his mouth of
obvicus thirst, hit the water and he started
lapping. Then he lost the water pail again and |
repositioned it and he hit v again. 1 then
realized that he was onable w0 see or having
difficulty secing. He was atill stcking his
tomgue out as if o drink bur could not find the
water. By this time my heart was really touched
and | began to pour a little water on his tongue
and he continued to drink.

Then a heard a vaoice speak to me and say, ["ve
got some people out there and they are blind and
can't see, but they are thirsty and need some
water to drink (living water). He said, *1've got
them behind a guard rail 2o they won't get hurt
until vou can get to them.” The dog had kept
walking nto the rail as 1f o £o out o the
highwey, but the rail prevented bam from doing
s, Wow [ understand why

How many of us have wondered aimlessly in the
wildernesz of life, thirsty but not knowing what
we were thirsty for and God protected us until
he could get ws to mste of Him and see that he s
o,

| called 911 and asked 1f they could send animal
control to pick up the dog. The dispatcher said
they probably wouldn't get him today bat she'd
ask a deputy o check him oul.

| felt led to share this story and my wife
confirmed it | pray that the Holy Spirt would
use it in some way to speak oo vour heart as he
dick rmane,

Blessings!
Chalton



